MOTIVES OF THE ASSASSINS	13l
attempt on the Archduke, "Yes, I am a Serb, a hero."9
Both youths were clearly psychopathic, maladjusted by
personal suffering, discontent and failure, and easily open
to suggestive influences toward murder by the example of
"heroes" and the talk of Belgrade comitadjis.
A second motive was to take vengeance on Austria for
the oppressive regime in Bosnia, arouse opposition to it,
and prepare the way for a revolution which should put an
end to it. "What moved me primarily," declared Chabrino-
vitch, "was revenge for the oppression which the Serbs in
Bosnia and Herzegovina had had to suffer, especially the
'Exceptional Laws' which last year continued for two full
months. „ . . I regarded revenge as the holy duty of a
moral civilized man, and therefore I planned to take ven-
geance. ... I knew that there existed at the Ballplatz
[the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Office] a clique, the so-
called war-party, which wanted to conquer Serbia. At its
head stood the Heir to the Throne. I believed that I should
take vengeance on them all in taking vengeance on him.
... I hated him because he was an enemy of Serbia. , . .
All the injustices of which I read in the newspapers—all
this had collected in me until it burst forth on St. Vitus's
Day."10
oTestimony of Josef Mitro, who helped arrest him; La Conspiration
Serbe, p. 121.
10 Pharos, p. 13 f. This declaration shows incidentally how the Serb
Nationalist Press stirred up hatred and opposition against Austria by
misrepresenting the facts. The "Exceptional Laws3' were indeed very-
repressive and objectionable, but they had been cancelled in 1913 in
accordance with Bilinski's policy of conciliation (see above, ch. ii, note
61), Franz Ferdinand, though a friend of Baron Conrad who headed the
war-party in Vienna, was not a member of any Vienna war clique himself;
on the contrary, he had often used his influence against it in favor of
peace; he represented a friendly, rather than hostile, policy toward the
Serbs; his policy of "trialism" would have favored them at the, expense
of the Germans and Magyars in the Dual Monarchy (see above, ch. i,
passim).
At the close of the trial, giving his final defense, Chabrinovitch said
the idea of killing Franz Ferdinand had not been a spontaneous idea with

